The Joy of the Gospel (Homework)
Week 2 30.06.2015

Readings:
Mark 10: 41-45, Matthew 19: 16-22 & Luke 5: 1-11

Evangelii Gaudium
‘The Heart of the Gospel

If we attempt to put all things in missionary key, this will also
affect the way we communicate the message. In today’s world of
instant communication and occasionally biased media coverage,
the message we preach runs a greater risk of being distorted or
reduced to some of its secondary aspects. In this way certain
issues which are part of the Church’s moral teaching are taken
out of the context which gives them their meaning. The biggest
problem is when the message we preach then seems identified
with those secondary aspects which, important as they are, do
not in and of themselves convey the heart of Christ’s message.
We need to be realistic and not assume that our audience
understands the full back ground to what we are saying, or is
capable of relating what we say to the very heart of the Gospel
which gives it meaning, beauty and attractiveness.

Pastoral ministry is a missionary style is not obsessed with the
disjointed transmission of a multitude of doctrines to be
insistently imposed. When we adopt a pastoral goal and a
missionary style which would actually reach everyone without
exception or exclusion, the message has to concentrate on the
essentials, on what is most beautiful, most grand, most
appealing and at the same time most necessary. The message is
simplified, while losing none of its depth and truth, and thus
becomes all the more forceful and convincing.

All revealed truths derive from the same divine source and are to
be believed with the same faith, yet some of them are more
important for giving direct expression to the heart of the Gospel.

In this basic core, what shines forth is the beauty of the saving
love of God made manifest in Jesus Christ who died and rose
from the dead. In this sense, the Second Vatican Council



